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Methodology

Á Interviews were conducted using the Harris Poll 

Á Interviews were conducted from June 3 ïJune 12

Á Interviews were conducted among:

ï 1,528 U.S. general public 18+ respondents
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Executive Summary

Á Current Understanding:

ï Need for 16-20% more energy in 20 years

ï Renewable sources are not currently supplying a 

large portion of energy

ï Large percentage of U.S. oil is imported

ï Factors affecting gasoline prices at the pump

ï Ethanol is not viable alternative to gasoline

Á Lack of Knowledge:

ï Amount of industry stocks owned by pension plans 
and retirement accounts

ï Government restriction to potential offshore 
development sites

Á Misperceptions:

ï Underestimate:

Á Percent of companies owned by foreign 

governments

Á Investments in emerging energy technologies

Á Amount of U.S. consumed oil produced in 

North America

Á Refining capacity

Á Need for oil and natural gas in the future

Á Amount of time ñknown reservesò will last

ï Overestimate:

Á Amount of stocks owned by corporate 

management

Á Amount of U.S. consumed oil produced in 

Persian Gulf countries

Á Size of ExxonMobil

Á Role renewables will play in the future

Á Amount of industry profits 

Á Amount of U.S. controlled oil reserves

ï Additional Misperceptions:

Á Believe Saudi Arabia is largest U.S. supplier of 

imported oil
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Executive Summary: Subgroup Analysis

Á The following groups have the highest Energy IQs overall:

ï Males

ï Ages 45+

ï College graduates/post graduates

ï Republicans

ï Registered voters/Voted in last election

Á Knowledge on investments in emerging energy technologies and extent of foreign government ownership is 

universally low.  
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H A R R I S   I N T E R A C T I V E 5

Ranking of Questions Based on % Correct

Question % Correct

How much more energy will the U.S. need in the next 20 years? 53%

What percentage of U.S. energy use is currently supplied by renewable sources? 37%

In 2007, the U.S. imported what percent of its oil? 30%

In the 1st quarter of 2008 _________ accounted for what percentage of gas prices paid at the 

pump?

Refining, distribution and service station costs

Price of crude oil

Federal, state and local taxes

22%

22%

20%

If corn ethanol were to replace gasoline, what percentage of U.S. passenger cars could be fueled 

using all corn harvested in 2006?
17%

Current government policy restricts access to what percentage of potential offshore U.S. oil & 

natural gas development sites off the coasts of the lower 48 states?
17%

What percent of the worldôs proven oil reserves do U.S. oil companies control?16%

Assuming huge increases in alternative energy sources, what percentage of the U.S. energy 

demand will be met by oil & natural gas in 2030?
16%

What percentage of U.S. oil companiesô stocks are owned by pension plans and retirement 

accounts?
15%

At 2007 production rates, how many years will the global ñknown reservesò of oil last?14%

Note: Questions above the yellow line were answered correctly more often than by one in four chance
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Ranking of Questions Based on % Correct (Continued)

Question % Correct

In 2007, how many cents did the U.S. oil and natural gas industry earn on every dollar of sales? 13%

About what percent of global energy demand in 2030 will be met by fossil fuels? 12%

In 2007, which of the following countries was the largest U.S. supplier of imported oil? 11%

What percentage of U.S. energy will be supplied by renewable sources by 2030? 10%

Where does ExxonMobil rank in size among the worldôs largest holders of oil reserves?8%

Since 1985, has U.S. refiningé? 8%

In 2007, what percent of oil & natural gas the U.S. consumed was produced in North America? 8%

In 2007, what percent of oil the U.S. consumed came from the Persian Gulf countries? 7%

From 2000-2005, U.S. oil & gas companies invested how many billions of dollars on emerging 

energy technologies in North America?
6%

What percent of the worldôs 10 biggest oil & natural gas companies based on reserves are owned 

and operated by foreign governments?
6%

What percent of U.S. oil companiesô stocks are owned by corporate insiders?6%
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Current Understanding
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H A R R I S   I N T E R A C T I V E 8

Many acknowledge price of crude oil plays large part in 

price at the pump

In the first quarter of 2008 ______ accounted for 

what percentage of gasoline prices at the pump?
Federal, State and Local Taxes

Refining, Distribution and Service Station Costs

The Price of Crude Oil

7%

18%

24% 22%

28%

0%

20%

40%

60%

0% to

20%

21% to

40%

41% to

60%

61% to

80%

Not sure

14%

22%
17% 15%

33%

0%

20%

40%

60%

0% to

10%

11% to

20%

21% to

30%

31% to

40%

Not sure

7%

21% 20%

26% 26%

0%

20%

40%

60%

0% to

5%

6% to

10%

11% to

15%

16% to

20%

Not sure
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H A R R I S   I N T E R A C T I V E 9

Half understand ethanol is not a viable solution

If corn ethanol were to replace gasoline, what 

percentage of U.S. passenger cars could be fueled 

using all of the corn harvested in 2006?

33%

8%

11%

17%

30%

0% 20% 40%

Not sure

46% to 60%

31% to 45%

16% to 30%

0% to 15%
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H A R R I S   I N T E R A C T I V E 10

32%

2%

7%

22%

37%

0% 20% 40% 60%

Not sure

31 % or more

21% - 30%

11% - 20%

0% - 10%

Majority understand that renewable sources are not 

currently supplying a large portion of energy use 

According to 2008 projections, what 

percentage of U.S. energy use is 

currently supplied by renewable 

sources?
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Majority recognize high demand for more energy 

in 20 years

0% to 5%

6% to 10%

11% to 15%

16% to 20%

Not sure

1%

4%

15%

53%

27%

How much more energy will the 

United States need in the next 20 

years?
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H A R R I S   I N T E R A C T I V E 12

Most recognize that U.S. imports majority of oil ïmany 

overestimate the amount

In 2007, the U.S. imported what 

percent of its oil?

24%

33%

30%

9%

4%

0% 20% 40% 60%

Not sure

80%

60%

40%

20%
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Misperceptions
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Majority underestimate need for oil & natural gas 

in the future

0% to 15%

16% to 30%

31% to 45%

46% to 60%

Not sure

11%

19%

20%

16%

34%

Assuming huge increases in alternative 

energy sources, what percentage of the 

U.S. energy demand will be met by oil 

and natural gas in 2030?
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H A R R I S   I N T E R A C T I V E 15

More than one-third believe the global ñknown reservesò 

will last us less than 40 years

According to the Oil & Natural Gas 

Journal, at 2007 production rates, 

how many years will the global 

ñknown reservesò of oil last?

16%
20%

14% 14%

36%

0%

20%

40%

60%

10 to  20

years

21 to  40

years

41 to  60

years

61 to  80

years

N o t sure
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Most believe industry earns more

In 2007, how many cents did the U.S. oil and natural gas 

industry earn in profit on every dollar of sales?

13%

17%

11%

27%

32%

0%

20%

40%

60%

0 to 10

cents

11 to 20

cents

21 to 30

cents

31 to 40

cents

Not sure
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Industry does not receive credit for investments 

From 2000 to 2005, U.S. oil and gas companies invested how many billions of dollars 

on emerging energy technologies in North America?

38%

6%

14%

30%

11%

0% 20% 40%

Not sure

$75 to less than $100

billion

$50 to less than $75

billion

$25 to less than $50

billion

$1 to less than $25

billion
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More than one-third think corporate management 

owns large portion of industry stocks

0% to 5%

6% to 15%

16% to 25%

>25%

Not sure

6%

12%

11%

35%

37%

What percentage of U.S. oil 

companiesô stocks are owned by 

corporate management?


